REMEMBRANCE Joe Garber

(Jo’s Grandson)

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore You”
Arr. Joel Raney
Susan Whipple, organ, Eileen Butler, piano

A Celebration of the Life of

Josephine Hutchison Morrison
9· 10· 1916 to 4· 6· 2022

*COMMENDATION
*BLESSING
*BENEDICTION

Hebrews 13:20-21 KJV

Now the God of peace who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant
make you perfect to do his will, working in you that
which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. AMEN

*POSTLUDE

“Lift High the Cross”

Gordon Young

Please join us after the service in the Fellowship Hall
downstairs to visit with Jo’s family.
Refreshments will be served.

Minister: Rev. Collin Blair Adams
Organist: Susan Whipple Pianist: Eileen Butler
*Those who are able, please stand.
Waverly Road Presbyterian Church 1415 Waverly Road Kingsport, TN 37664

June 19, 2022

2:00pm

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

A Service of Witness to the Resurrection for

Josephine Hutchison Morrison
PRELUDE “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Robert Lau

SEATING OF FAMILY

Gracious God, forgive us and help us to forgive others;
heal us from the pain of self-condemnation; free us
from the burden of failures that cannot be corrected;
renew us with your loving assurance that our sins
have been forgiven, through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer. AMEN

GREETING

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 19:1-4

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the
firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night
declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is
not heard;
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world.

OPENING PRAYER
HYMN 620

God of mercy whose loving kindness endures forever:
we confess that often we have failed to receive and
give love; to care for others as we have cared for
ourselves; to forgive and accept forgiveness. We
remember good intentions that were not put into
actions; harsh words that were hurtful; selfish
purposes that caused pain; persistent pride that would
not yield. We acknowledge our fear in the face of death
and our failure to accept the hope you offer us in
Christ.

“Praise My Soul the King of Heaven”

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Family of God, the Good news is that in Jesus Christ
you are forgiven.
The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock, and exalted be
the God of my salvation.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
SOLO

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
Anne Richmond (Jo’s Granddaughter)

HOMILY
*HYMN 667

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”
(Verses 1, 3 & 4)

Josephine Hutchison Morrison
Josephine Hutchison Morrison died at home on
April 6, 2022 after a lifetime of expressing her
faith in God through dedication to her family, her
church, her community, and particularly her
neighbors in need of decent housing.
Born on September 10, 1916, in Charlotte, NC,
she was the daughter of Leonard and Annie Little
Hutchison. Both of her parents died as a result of
the 1918 flu epidemic, and she and her brother
were lovingly raised by their aunt and uncle,
Jessie and Graham Auten. She graduated from
Central High School in Charlotte, Peace College in Raleigh, NC, and from
Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, VA. She was
elected president of the student body at both colleges.
She served as Director of Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church
in Raleigh, and in 1939, she came to Kingsport to serve as Director of
Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church in Kingsport after a final
interview with Mr. J. Fred Johnson, whose question was, “Girl, do you love
the Lord?” When she answered yes, she had the job.
In 1940, she married Robert Hall Morrison, Jr., another Charlotte native
who had come to Kingsport following graduation from North Carolina
State to begin his career at Tennessee Eastman. In 1942, they left Kingsport
while he served in the Army during World War II.
On their return to Kingsport in 1945, they became involved in helping to
start Waverly Road Presbyterian Church, where they were charter
members. Jo later became the first woman to be ordained as an elder at
Waverly Road, and she subsequently served in leadership roles at every
level of government in the Presbyterian Church.
She served on the Holston Presbytery Camp Board and also as president of
Church Women United. Over the years, she taught Sunday School to every
age group, teaching an adult class until she was 100 years old, and she was
a longtime leader of Waverly Road’s Shepherds Prayer Group. As her
children grew up, she served as a Girl Scout leader, was active in the area
Girl Scout Council, and was a leader in PTA .
After her husband Hall’s death in 1981, she became very committed to
providing adequate housing for low income families, which led to her
co-founding Holston Habitat for Humanity in Kingsport. She served as

president of the Habitat Board for a number of years, and helped to also
establish Habitat in Johnson City, Bristol and Elizabethton. She was later
recognized for her efforts with the Elizabeth Ann Hay Volunteer Award,
and in 2017, she was presented with a Lifetime Award by the Habitat for
Humanity State Impact Awards.
In 1988, Jo was asked to serve on Tennessee Gov. Ned McWherter’s Task
Force on Housing, the focus of which was to enable individuals and
families with low incomes to access affordable housing. She worked with
the Kingsport Housing Authority to establish the Kingsport Housing
Coalition, which she chaired for ten years.
Jo also served on community boards such as the Kingsport Housing and
Redevelopment Authority, Kingsport Safety Council, Kingsport Library
Board and Contact Concern. She was a Kingsport Centennial Women of
Impact award recipient and a Peace College Distinguished Alumna award
recipient. She was an accomplished watercolor artist.
At the age of 103, Jo began her final major labor of love, the Kingsport
Homeless Ministry, for the purpose of providing housing and a full
spectrum of services at Grace House Kingsport for our neighbors
experiencing homelessness, bringing together Kingsport’s faith-based
communities to work toward this goal.
In addition to her parents and her husband, Jo was preceded in death by
her brother, Leonard L. Hutchison, sister Elizabeth Hutchison, and her
grandson, Lee Garber.
She is survived by her daughters, Anne Morrison Garber and husband
Larry, Kingsport; Portia Owen Morrison and husband Alan Richmond,
Chicago; son Robert Hall Morrison III and wife Linda, Watson, LA; her
grandsons Hall Morrison and wife Rebecca, Baton Rouge, LA; Jack
Morrison, Lake Charles, LA; and Joe Garber and wife Claire, Johnson City;
her granddaughter Anne Richmond, New York City; and her
granddaughter-in-law, Carolyn Garber, Atlanta, GA. She is also survived
by six great grandchildren, Garrett, McKenzie, Lindsay, Rachael, Zachary
and Lily; three great-great grandchildren, Oliver, Josephine Rose, and
Genevieve, and by her special friends and faithful helpers, Betsy Preston
and Jennifer Jordan. The family is grateful to Visiting Angels for their care.
Memorial contributions may be given to the Kingsport Homeless
Ministry, P. O. Box 1125, Kingsport, TN 37662, or to Waverly Road
Presbyterian Church, 1415 Waverly Road, Kingsport, TN 37664.

